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Biography 
Born and raised in the Southwest of England, Steve Hawkins studied Marine 
Biology at the University of Liverpool (1973-1979), concluding his BSc followed 
by PhD on rocky shore ecology at its Port Erin Marine Laboratory on the Isle of 
Man before doing a post-doc Fellowship at the Marine Biological Association 
(MBA) in Plymouth. He subsequently worked as a Lecturer in Zoology at 
Manchester (1980), returned to Port Erin in 1987 as an academic, before being 
promoted to a Professorship at Southampton in 1995 - where he was Director of 
the Centre for Environmental Sciences and also Head of the Biodiversity and 
Ecology Division of the School Of Biological Sciences. In 1999 he was seconded to 
the MBA in Plymouth where he was Director for 8 years of England’s oldest Marine 
Laboratory. Whilst at the MBA he restarted many of the MBA’s classic time series 
on the English Channel.  He then moved as founding Head of the College of Natural 
Sciences in Bangor, being responsible for three schools (Biological Sciences, Ocean 
Sciences, Environment Natural Resources and Geography) and briefly going down 
the dark-side of University administration as Pro-Vice Chancellor (Research and 
Enterprise). He then returned to Southampton as Dean of the newly formed 
Faculty of Natural and Environmental Sciences (2010-2015) looking after 
Biological Sciences, Chemistry, and Ocean and Earth Science.  
 
His research takes an experimental approach using rocky shores as a convenient 
model system to understand interactions between species.  He has also worked on 
shellfisheries, pollution, conservation and management of the coastal zone 
including restoration of ecosystems in disused dock basins.  In parallel with these 
shorter term studies he has been working on sustained observing of coastal and 
near-shore systems for 40 years to better understand the importance of climate 
fluctuations and current rapid climate change. In recent years he has exchanged 
his Dean’s suits for boots at weekends to continue long-term observations. He is 
currently based back at the MBA mainly working on long-term change. He has 
supervised more than 80 PHD students, many of whom are now full Professors. 
 
Steve has lots of interests. He played rugby then hockey when younger and still 
plays increasingly creaky cricket and tennis. He also skis, surfs, sails and fishes. He 
enjoys reading history and rubbish fiction.   


